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Confederacies and powerful chiefs contract with one .
another,after going through certain strange
ceremonies.Dr. Vinton made a compact in 1868 with
Koo thee, the son of Kyet-phoe- gyee chief of Western
Karen- nee, which he thus described: -

An ox was choosen with the greatest care; great
attention was paid to the points of the animal, that it
should be perfect in every part, and that no unlucky
arrangement of the hair on any part should make the
compact void.

“When, after looking over several hundred cattle, a
luckly one was found, I paid half the price, and the
chief the other.

“We stood each on one side of the ox and crossed
our hands on the hump.The high priestess of the race(in
this case Koo tee’s own mother)stood in front of the
ox. It was her duty to kill the animal at the proper time,
but old age had made her far too weak for the office,so
a stalwart Red Karen stood with his axe and knife
ready to obey her orders.

L&




“The conpact made was recited. I bound myself
to report faithfully to the Chief Commissioner of
British Burma, the exact state of the contest with the
invading Burma forces, and, when-ever Kootee’s
messagers came properly accredited,] was to cor -
rectly translate their communications,and urge to the
extent to protection- and friendship.

“In‘return, Koo tee bound ‘himself to protect our -
free exercise of the Christian religion. Each was asked whether
the pledge was recired aright. The old priestess then, solemnly
raising the right hand,said’'whichever party fails to the extent
of his power to keep this contract, may be die like this ox’
The poor brute was stricken dead at a blow.
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